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SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF FOUR US SHRIMP VESSLES 

REF: (A) BELEM 164; (B) RUSER ELTZ TELECONS OCTOBER 30-31 

1. IN DISCUSSION WITH ECONOMIC COUNSELOR, ON OCTOBER 
31, SECRETARY MARCEL DIDIER, ACTING CHIEF, FONMIN'S 
BASIC PRODUCTS DIVISION, MADE FOLLOWING OBERVATIONS 
ABOUT RECENT SHRIMP BOAT SEIZURE: 

(A) BOATS HAD BEEN FISHING CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE FROM 
PORTION OF AGREEMENT AREA NOW OPEN FOR FISHING; 

(SEIZURE OCCURRED JUST OUTSIDE THE SOTUTHERN TRINGULAR 
AREA OPEN MARCH - - JULY 31); 

(B) SEVERAL US BOATS HAD BEEN SPOTTED OPERATING IN 
WHAT GOB CONSIDERS PROHIBITED WATERS IN THE LAST SEVERAL 
MONTHS; 
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(C) THE FOUR VESSELS WERE WARNED TWICE THROUGH 
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SIGNALS BY BRAZILIAN NAVAL PATROLS BEFORE BEING 
SEIZED. 

(D) US CONSUL IN BELEM HAD SHOWN HIMSELF EXTREMELY 
ALERT, AND APPARENTLY THROUGH CONTACTS WITH OWNERS OF 
VESSELS, REMARKABLY WELL INFORMED. HE HAD BEEN 
AWARE OF THE SEIZURES BEFORE HE WAS NOTIFIED BY THE 
BRAZILIAN NAVY. 

(E) FOREIGN MINISTRY UNDERSTOOD THAT US CONSUL WAS 
ARRANGING FOR PROMPT PAYMENT OF FINES, PROBABLY TODAY, 
OCTOBER 31. 

(F) UNDER INFORMAL STANDING AGREEMENT BETWEEN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND BRAZILIAN NAVY, THE US BOATS WOULD BE 
RELEASED IMMEDIATELY UPON PAYMENT OF THE FINES. 

2. DIDDIER STRESSED THAT HE THOUGHT THIS PROBLEM WOULD 
BE SOLVED TODAY, ASSUMING THE FINES ARE PAID. THE 

FOREIGN MINISTRY WOULD LATER SEND A DIPLOMATIC NOTE FOR 
THE RECORD, PROTESTING THE VIOLATION OF PROHIBITED 
WATERS. GOB WOULD ASK THAT US BOATS BE ADVISED NOT TO 
OPERATE OUTSIDE THE AGREEMENT AREA, TO AVOID COMPLI- 
CATIONS OF THIS KIND. 

3. PURSUANT REFTELECONS B EMBASSY PREPARING DRAFT OF 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE FOR DEPARTMENT REVIEW PROTESTING SEIZURE 
OF US VESSELS. 

JOHNSON 
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